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The Really Great SAM 8 Speaks 

 
 
 
 
 

LONG TIME FLYERS CLUB NEWS 
On the web at  http://www.sam8.org   

 VOLUME 44    ISSUE 12                                                                                December 2022  
 

Roster of the old dawgs…. 
 

Steve Dona……’The Prez’ 
Will Tilse…..Vice President 

Dave Cassell…..Secretary-Treasurer 
Dave Gardner…..Scribe of this rag…. 

 

Next Meeting:   December 8th, 2022    (Second Thursday of the Month!) 
                   Rainbow Café, 112 E. Main St., Auburn, WA, 10:30 am-1 pm..(or thereabouts.) 
 
*********************************************************************************************************************** 

President’s message 
Kibbie Dome Memories  

Our upcoming Indoor Nationals at the Kibbie Dome bring back some fond memories from the Kibbie Dome 
from years back. My family traveled to Moscow Idaho for the annual indoor meet at the Kibbie several times. 
For my first trip, I went with my family as there is a water park in the area and everyone was looking forward to 
a day in the hot sun and some fun water play. I met my dad and brother at the dome bright and early and we 
spend 3 days flying in one of the worlds best indoor venues. Since my visit, the dome has been totally 
remodeled which I hear, makes it an even better flying venue. At this time, there was a false ceiling at about 140 
feet high. Yes, 140 feet! There were also some giant curtains at about 100 feet that could divide the space into 
thirds and one had to be pretty careful to not hang up on the curtain. Models naturally gravitated toward this 
thing and it was pretty amazing how many flyers could hang their models up. I had a limited penny plane hang 
up on the support wire and it of course settled down on top of the curtain to rest for the entire day. At the end of 
flying every evening, this curtain was lowered and everyone had to wait to retrieve their model. The other 
option was to beat the crap out of your delicate bird with a helium balloon tied to a fishing line. In other words, 
if you hung up on the curtain, it was not going to end well…  

The following year, both my son Aaron and my brother Gord boys Matt and Jake had built Penny planes for the 
event. This was a pretty major undertaking for our young boys as both Gord and I are pretty strong advocates of 
the “builder of the model rule”. They all qualified as juniors but if they were to enter, then they had to build 
their own model. Both Gord and I had pretty well established our penny plane designs so our boys built “one 
just like Dads” model. I have to say, they were pretty impressive and the boys were justifiably proud of their 
handywork. They flew just as well as they looked and both Gord and quickly checked on the National record for 
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Junior Limited Penny Plane. A few test flights revealed that the record was easily withing reach and everyone 
was pretty excited at the possibility of getting in the record books.  

My son Aaron put in a really nice test flight and his model quickly climbed up to the ceiling and we watched 
nervously as the model leveled out and went into its cruse mode. The ceiling tiles that were in the building were 
spaced apart and any model that squeezed up into these gaps was pretty much lost forever. (I think this feature 
has been eliminated since the remodel). So I sure that everyone can visualize this flight, nearly 140’ up with a 
18” span nearly invisible model, circling for minute after minute. At about 9 minutes or so, the model began to 
descend slowly. Still floating way up in the air, in large circles. As the model began to run out of winds, the 
circle began to open up and the plane somehow “found” a line that was draped from the ceiling. It must have 
been there at some time to hold up a banner or sign or something and the banner had long since been removed. 
Unfortunately, this thing was suspended from the ceiling and much to our astonishment the model hooked this 
line, slid down and hung way way up in the air as the prop had tangled up in the thing. There it was! Nearly 
120’ feet up. What a bummer! After looking at it for an hour or so we decided to get it down, even if we 
damaged it while trying. So, we burrowed a helium balloon and proceeded to beat the crap out of the model. 
Piece by piece it slowly broke up and floated down to the floor. My son Aaron was devastated.  

The wing was broken, the prop was beyond repair and it looked pretty hopeless. Off to the hotel room we went 
and we stayed up all night rebuilding and repairing his model. In the morning, Aaron had a “new” Penny Plane 
and it looked pretty darn good. Initial test glides looked promising and we gathered the 2 required timers to 
make a record attempt right from the start. No messing around on this one, we were going for the Junior 
National Record!  

After carefully winding his model, Aaron launched and just like the day before, his model quickly climbed up to 
nearly hitting the ceiling tiles at 140’. Just like the day before, his model went into a nice cruse mode and 
circled way overhead while we all watched the stopwatches. Slowly it started down. Time looked good, if 
everything worked reasonably well, this should do it. Then just like the day before, the turn started to open up 
and just like before he once again hooked the SAME LINE!! Go figure! Here he is in a huge football field sized 
arena and he catches the same stinking line again!  

The model was not retrievable and we eventually talked the Kibbie Dome staff into climbing up onto the ceiling 
tiles and cutting the cord free. They cut the line and down it came, smashing Aaron’s model onto the floor 
below. So, his national record run ended with a smashed model. As you all know, these things just happen. It’s 
part of the hobby. This year, we all have our own chance to fly in the Indoor Nationals at the Kibbie Dome. I 
hope you are planning to make the trip to be in the contest or at least to watch. It’s going to be a rare 
opportunity for all of us. Get it on your schedule and I hope to see many of you there! 

Steve Dona, The Prez 

The Story of our lives…… 
(courtesy of the Prez..! 
 
.what were you expecting 
??? 
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SAM 8 Minutes for November 10, 2022 (attendance =17)    Mtg. start: 12:00pm  Mtg. end: 12:50pm  

November’s meeting began with an announcement that Jill, our stalwart waitress person, will be leaving us to 
take another job. The membership wished her good luck and that we all would surely miss her great service. 
The membership voted to award a $50 gift to her as a farewell expression of our appreciation for her years of 
friendly service.  

At the last meeting we talked about the Spring Opener, May 20th and 21st and the June contest schedule. There 
is a slight conflict on the calendar. The AMA indoor nationals will be held at the Kibbie Dome on the 19th 
through the 23rd of June. Our attentively scheduled our June contest is for the 24th and 25th. Steve went on 
about the world class indoor events to be held in the Kibbie Dome and what a magnificent show of talent in the 
143’ high ceiling. Our own Bruce Kimball is going to be Contest Director. WOW! It’s going to be an 
international event with contestants from all over the world. If you can, don’t miss it. But, as you can see, the 
Kibbie Dome event ends the day before our June dates.  

Moving our dates to a week earlier we bump into father’s day. Moving a week later, we start to crowd July 4th 
so no matter which direction we move our contest dates, it won’t be convenient . It was suggested we move two 
weeks earlier but that means you have only two weeks to fix your plane(s) problems before our Spring Opener. 
A little tight. Nick has been tasked to get access to the Jose Torres field for the Spring Opener May 20 / 21 and 
the June contest 24 / 25. These dates are in question at this time. There will be more discussion to follow at later 
meeting dates.  

The FAIMAN will be the one design plane of the year, designed by Bob Stalick. It is a Vintage 5 event which 
means it’s a “no nitro” event . Steve mentioned some issues with the plan. The dihedral value is measured 
incorrectly . A sketch showing the revision will be provided by Steve on request. The laminated leading edge is 
a method to protect against landing damage. Do it or not is up to you. Steve brought in FAIMAN plans for sale 
for the princely sum of $2.00. Another issue is the amount of down thrust shown on the plan is excessive. It’s 
recommended to use 2° to 5° of down thrust and 0° side thrust as a starting point.  

The engine run subject came up again. Dave Cassell has offered his place as a venue to hold it. A motion was 
made and seconded to club finance the engine run up to $150. A discussion followed as to the when. Fall or 
Spring? Spring was the unanimous answer with April as the focus.  

: David Cassell 

Signed: David Cassell 
***************************************************************************************************** 
Ongoing topic: The subject of flying at ‘Nick’s Field’ was brought up with the importance of notifying 
the owner of our intent before going there. This is a very important thing to do as the owner may have 
a reason the field may not be available. Jose Torres phone # is: 360-500-0823 

*************************************************************************************************************** 
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2021 Old Time, Free Flight, Control Line and Club Modeling Event Schedule 
 

Date Event / Time / Location Activity/Location Contact 

 Winer schedule…..kinda light…!!   

    

For additional Northwest FF and CL activity, see the following websites for more detail. 

For SAM 8 activities, look on the SAM 8 Website, http://www.SAM8.org   
For SAM National activities, look on the SAM Website, http://www.antiquemodeler.org/ 
For WMC activities, check on their website, WillametteModelersclub.weebly.com, or contact Bob 
Stalick at freefliter@aol.com. 

Really Great SAM 8 meets every second Thursday each month the Rainbow Café 
in Auburn at 11:30 AM.   Come join us for lunch this November 10th!  

and a bit from the circle in the corner……NW Skyraiders (Control Line Model Airplane Club)  

FFellow Skyraiders, 

Our December meeting will be held at the Denny’s at 1246 Central Ave N in Kent, WA on the 
second Tuesday evening of the month, December 13th.  The dinner and socializing will start at 
6:00 PM, followed by the formal meeting at 7:00 PM.  

We are all looking forward to talking about club events for the upcoming year and finalizing a 
contest schedule. 

See you on December 8th, Tuesday evening at 6:00PM at the Denny’s on Central in Kent. 

and…on top of all that, we had an excellent Swap Meet on Saturday 12/3, with a great turnout, 
and good buys!…a good time was had by all, including a variety of ‘outsiders’ 

Steve Holt 

Secretary / Treasurer 
Northwest Skyraiders 
425-757-7542 – mobile 

….and…remember….Control Line flying was the original ‘on-line’ sport..! 
(Courtesy of the Adelaide Aeromodellers Club in South Australia..!!) 
*********************************************************************************************** 
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Really Great SAM 8 

 
 
 
              

LONG TIME FLYERS CLUB 
On the web at  http://www.sam8.org 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP FORM 

 
Use this form to subscribe or renew your membership.  Just fill in and mail to Dave Cassell. 
 
Adult Membership ($15 per year)___  ($25) for two years____.     (Electronic copy only) 
Student/Junior (Under 21).  FREE…..just sign up! 

 

Name____________________________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________________________ 

            ___________________________________________________________ 

City___________________________________State__________ZIP__________ 

AMA No.______________________        SAM No._________________________ 

Phone No.________________  E-Mail___________________________________ 

Date:________________Signature:_____________________________________ 

 

Return to: 

David Cassell 

SAM 8 Club Secretary and Treasurer 

1314 191st Dr SE 

Snohomish, WA 98290 

Email: Whippet@earthlink.net 

cell: 425 293-1437 


