
 

SAM8 Newsletter    Page 1 

President’s message: Not so Misery meet 

No brag points as the Misery Meet failed to deliver the expected rain.  

 Your president got a text message from Alfonse Menanno at 5:15 am that he was heading out!  He later 
called “first on the field” but I had to stop for doughnuts and my drive is further anyway.  I arrived on the 
field next, soon followed by several of the SAM 8 gang.  I had expected 8-10 for our turnout and we had 11 
show up to fly so we were already ahead of the curve. 

The day was overcast with a bit of wind but plenty flyable.   Alfonse quickly got his new Vintage FAI model 
going since he needed to trim it out before we started our event.  Alas, it was not to be as he had an engine 
overrun on his 5 or 6th flight and the model came over the top, fluttered and then shed it’s wings.   Alfonse 
didn’t skip a beat and got out his Spacer and proceeded to put up nice flights with model number two.  I must 
have been busy or chasing my model as I missed the spectacle when he folded this wing too! 

This was the first contest for our new secretary/ treasurer Drew Smith.  Not only was he sporting a really nice 
Double Feature that was built by our own Bob Harper but he was also showing his dance moves with a new 
knee!   Isn’t modern medical science wonderful! 

The Really Great SAM 8 Speaks 
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Roster of the old dawgs…. 

Steve Dona……’The Prez’ 

Will Tilse…..Vice President 

Drew Smith…..Secretary-Treasurer 

Brooke Linford ….Scribe of this rag…. 

***************************************************************************************** 

Next Meeting:   March 14, 2024   (Second Thursday of the Month! 

Rainbow Café, 112 E. Main St., Auburn, WA, 10:30 am-1 pm (or thereabouts) 

***************************************************************************************** 
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Drew Smith shows great form 

 

 

George gets ready to wind. 
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There were several new vintage coupes at the event but only Gordon Dona was able to get his flights on 
the board.  Lots and lots of nagging issues with new models, Props not folding, planes making “hard” 
landings, etc.  I expect a far better show at our upcoming Spring Opener as many of these new models 
looked promising. 

Brooke had one really special flight OVER the manure pond and back onto the field.  We thought he was 
going in for a dip but at the last minute the wind knocked his model out of it’s circle and it landed safely on 
the berm at “waters” edge.   

Lunch was cooked by your Vice President Will Tilse who spent most of the morning worrying about just 
how many Costco hot dogs and how many matching buns came in the package.  He made it with at least 
one bun to spare!  (WHEW!!) 

Your president is embarrassed to say that Will Tilse was the only person to fly an ignition powered model.  
He put in flight after flight and was even smart enough to quit when the wind came up a little too much. 

We had entrants in our new Commercial Rubber event and the most contested event was catapult glider!  
Dave Higgens would have been proud as there were TWO Flat Plate Special gliders.  Three of us duked it 
out for a prize.    

Bill Hooper proved that you should ALWAYS lite the fuse as we all watched his beautiful Dynamo fly off to 
the other side of the creek.  Unfortunately, this one is slowly going to become part of the field as there is 
no known way to get across this creek.  

 

  

The line of cars at the field. 

 

All in all, it was good to get out onto the flying field.  Nearly everyone had “first contest” issues with their 
models but we all left the field tired and happy.    
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“It’s a lot easier to pack em when you can fold them in half”  

 Alfonse displays the carnage. 

 

Next up, the engine run day at Dave Cassell’s house!  Time to get that pesky motor tuned up for this year’s 
slate of events. 

Steve Dona, The Prez 

*************************************************************************************** 
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  SAM 8 Minutes for February 8, 2024                          (attendance =24)  
                             Mtg. start: 12:04pm 
                  Mtg. end: 1:20pm 

“The Really GReaT SaM 8, Up to date, Never late At the 
gate, Old TiMe FlyeRS Club nOw COMeS TO ORdeR.” 

 

With the sound of the gavel and a horn and cow bells from Mr. Tilse, the meeting began. Steve began 

the meeting with a serious note. There were two deaths in two clubs, one from WMC, James Alderson  

and from our club, Peter Becker. Peter died of a heart attack at 81. 

 

Drew Smith, our new club secretary / treasurer in training is sitting next to me to begin the knowledge 

transfer process. 

 

Nick Stratis just turned ninety one. We all sang Happy Birthday. 

 

Contest Dates:  

• February 24th A Saturday, The Misery Meet! 

• For a road trip, San Valeers Annual at Lost Hills, Ca. on April 11th thru 14th  

• NW Model Expo April 12th thru 14th. Some discussion on participation. 

• SAM8 Engine Run Day on May 4th. Bring that cranky engine for all the help you need. 

• Our own Spring Opener May 18th & 19th, Saturday and Sunday 

• Tumalo Or. for the June 15th & 16th Three Amigos Contest. Rubber only, no gas models. 

• Our June Contest the 22nd & 23rd, Saturday and Sunday 

• Kibbie Dome venue. July 1st thru 5th  

• Five Days In Tangent Contest by WMC August 14th thru 18th  

• WMC  S.P.O.T. Contest, Silence Please and Old Timer Contest September 6th thru 8th  

• WMC  F.A.R.T. Contest, Fall Annual Recycle Trophy Contest September 27th thru 29th  

               

 The latest on an indoor venue is a location in Enumclaw. Paul Morris has information on location. It’s 
at the Auburn Adventist Academy on the way to Enumclaw. It’s the facility used by the RAMS R/C 
Club. 

 The Willamette Club holds indoor events in the South Albany High School. Event dates are February 
18th, March 24th, and a two day on April 6th and 7th. 

 

Show & Tell 

Nick Stratis posted his L-19 Bird Dog as a progress report. The wing in its cradle. Quite the piece of 

work. 

 

Gerry Morrissey brought in a GLH (he call it Go-Like-Hell). It is powered with a .051. The kit comes 

from BMJR and was purchased from Steve. 
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David Higgins brought in a Frank Zaic “Minuteman” made entirely out of sheet wood. 

 

Gordy Dona brought in his “Dream Weaver 9”. Gordy also talked about the revised mounting ring for 
the remote DT / Timer being developed by the Menanno brothers. This ring will be flush mounted 
instead of standing out on the mounting surface. 
 
Rich Wegener brought in his Jabberwock covered with Ultracote Parklite available at: 
 https://www.horizonhobby.com/product/ultracote-parklite-rc-airplane-covering-white/
HANU0801.html 
 
Brooke Linford brought in the 1939 Felix with a round fuselage and sub surface graphics made by 
placing printed tissue on the inside of the frame. 
 

We have a guest visiting. His name is Del Burkhart. 
 
Steve Walters, Jim’s son, brought in two large boxes filled with tow line gliders. Wings, tails, and fuselages. 
These are for auction to include one box. 
 
 Free Lunch goes to: Gerry Morrissey 
 

David Cassell  
**************************************************************************************** 

Ongoing topic: The subject of flying at ‘Nick’s Field’ was brought up with the importance of 
notifying the owner of our intent before going there. This is a very important thing to do as the 
owner may have a reason the field may not be available. Jose Torres phone # is: 360-500-0823 
 

**************************************************************************************** 

2024 Old Time, Free Flight, Control Line and Club Meeting Announcement 

Fellow Skyraiders, 
  
Our March meeting will be held at the Denny’s at 1246 Central Ave N in Kent, WA on the second Tuesday 
evening of the month, March 12th.  The dinner and socializing will start at 6:00 PM, followed by the formal 
meeting at 7:00 PM.  
  
We are all looking forward to you joining us.  We will be firming up our calendar of events for 2024 and 
reviewing status of the Thun Field Project. 
  
See you on March 12th, Tuesday evening at 6:00PM at the Denny’s on Central in Kent. 
 
Warmest Regards, 
Steve Holt 
Secretary / Treasurer 
Northwest Skyraiders 
425-757-7542 - mobile 
 
************************************************************************************************ 
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Dave Gardner provided the following article. 

A SHORT HISTORY – THE STRAT-0-BATS MODEL AIRPLANE CLUB (1959 – 2005)  

The Strat-0-Bats free flight club, affectionately called the SOBs, began in the Blue Moon Bar in Kent, WA in 

1959. Original Club officers at that time are missing from our records. But early members were Bud Nelson, 

Don Zipoy, Vic Lichtenburg, Len Lortz, All Borer, Len Bedford and Guntis Sietins. The club was originally 

chartered as the Kent Strat-O-Bats, but a few years later renamed the Seattle Strat-O-Bats, identifying with 

the largest municipality in the state. In those early days the club activity included both free flight and control 

line activities. About the time of the name change, the control line members formed their own club, and we 

remained a completely free flight organization.  

The Boeing Hawks were the other local free flight club that became both collaborator and competitor to the 

Bats, with some members holding membership in both clubs. Still the healthy inter-club competition grew 

over time, especially in FAI events.  

The SOBs were scheduling most of the informal and sanctioned events in the area as the energy level was 

high. In 1966 I moved to Federal Way WA from Billings, Montana where free flight activity had been non-

existent. My first contact was stumbling into John Clear and his wife who were flying one day on a field north 

of the Boeing Kent Space Center. John put up a test flight with his Wakefield model that amazed me – the 

first Wake I had ever seen fly. I was hooked for life!  

That was my first link to the SOBs. Next was an indoor flying session at a Jr. High School in the White Center 

area where I began to meet other club members. Then I was introduced to the outdoor events and monthly 

club meetings. All of us were stunned when activist club member Dick Stark died in a hang glider accident a 

few months later.  

Often the club members were all-around modelers. Many flew the AMA events, indoor & outdoor. But the 

Bats had an unusual number of dedicated FAI international class flier, especially in the F1A glider class:  

F1A Glider Class included Steve Helmick, Guntis Seitins, Kevin Collins, Jim Thornberry, Marc Nagasawa, Dale 

Segle, Jeff Byers, Mike Bauer and Dan Protheroe.  

F1B Wakefield Class fliers were Dick Stark, John Clear, Rick Ewing and Tom Cashman. Dan and Adam Tracy 

flew F1B with us often and were great non-member supporters.  

F1C Power Fliers included John Mace, Mike Roberts and Don Zipoy (AMA Hall of Fame). Don was also a key 

club member, working hard in every way to make our competitions well run and serving as a club officer in 

every way. Don was the best of Contest Directors and mentored me into that role as well.  

The club’s early flying site was the Smith Brothers Dairy Farms in the Kent valley. The largest gathering was 

for the notable Misery Meet held every year on the first weekend in February, inviting confrontation with 

soggy, windy winter weather. Circa 1968 the club negotiated access to Harts Lake Prairie within the 

boundaries of Ft Lewis Army base. The Harts Lake Prairie area had been donated by Pierce County to the 

base for military use with the proviso that it would still be available for civilian use such as horse riding, dog 

training competition and free flight model airplane use.  

In the late 90’s the club gradually lost access to our prime flying site on the now joint Army-Air Force base of 
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Ft. Lewis McChord as the military involvement increased, driven by international situations. They would often 

disallow our usage, or any other civilian activity that was previously authorized. Sometimes the cancellation 

of our permit came with short notice. The lost site also triggered a loss in club numbers. Nothing is more 

critical for a successful free flight club than access to a large flying site. Over the years members also moved 

on to other parts of the country or aged out and died. But until it gave up its AMA charter in 2005, it was a 

great example of Free Flight managing to stay alive and well in the Greater Seattle area.  

(Tom Cashman AMA 7282 25 AUG 2023)  

**************************************************************************************** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rich Wegener with his Jabberwock 
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Gordon Dona with his Dream Weaver IX 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brooke Linford with his 1939 Felix 
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MEMBERSHIP FORM 

Use this form to subscribe or renew your membership.  Just fill in and mail to Dave Cassell. 

 

Adult Membership ($15 per year)___  ($25) for two years____.     (Electronic copy only) 

Student/Junior (Under 21).  FREE…..just sign up! 

Name____________________________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________________________ 

              __________________________________________________________ 

City___________________________________State__________ZIP__________ 

AMA No.______________________        SAM No._________________________ 

Phone No.________________  E-Mail___________________________________ 

Date:________________Signature:_____________________________________ 

 

Return to: 

David Cassell 
SAM 8 Club Secretary and Treasurer 
1314 191st Dr SE 
Snohomish, WA 98290 
Email: Whippet@earthlink.net 
cell: 425 293-1437 

mailto:Whippet@earthlink.net

