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President’s message:  

Strike while the iron is HOT! 
 

I recently read a quote from a guy who was summing up his life…. “57, 58, 59….80!!! Wow!  How did THAT 
happen???!! 

The sand never stops running through the hourglass.  At our last SAM 8 meeting, I was sad to hear that our 
own Bob Einhaus has passed away.  Bob was a SAM 8 member for as long as I can remember.  He often led a 
spirited auction at our meetings and always had a rare or different engine to show off to the guys.  Bob 
wasn’t afraid to tell me when I did something that he didn’t like.  He often cornered me at the end of our 
meetings.  Over the years, I came to appreciate his input, it was often spot on and he made sure that I didn’t 
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Roster of the old dawgs…. 

Steve Dona……’The Prez’ 

Will Tilse…..Vice President 

Drew Smith…..Secretary-Treasurer 

Brooke Linford ….Scribe of this rag 
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ignore it either.  Often the simple things like “I can’t hear you!” have resulted in my request for everyone to 
stand up and speak up when they are presenting something at our meetings.  Just take a moment and think 
of how many times that I have said that at one of our meetings… Well, that’s Bob to thank for everyone being 
able to hear our members!   

About 15 years ago I was having a talk with my longtime friend Bill Hooper about the state of Free Flight.  At 
that time, I predicted that the hobby wouldn’t last much more than a decade based on the trajectory of 
things and just how many people were then joining in the fun.  I’m glad to see that I was wrong!  SAM 8 and 
WMC are still going strong.  Both clubs are getting steady contest turnouts and even still getting a new 
member from time to time.  So, while it is critical that we all encourage new members to join and feel 
supported and welcome, the rest of the membership has to be sure to attend our contests and get their 
name up on the board to keep the competition going.  We have the greatest sport in the world.  It takes 
patience, craftsmanship, skill, knowledge and luck to be successful.  It also has a sense of community that is 
truly wonderful.  Many of us have been able to enjoy this hobby from when we were very young and 
throughout our lives.  I have watched John Kamla fly an entire event while launching from his walker and 
winning!   

 

 

 

John Kamla at our Finn Hill Build and Fly Session  
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Alfons and Guy Menanno.  Alfons has a whole pack of Double Bubble in his mouth! 

 

 

Bruce Kimball, looking really happy!  (and young!) 
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Your president, age 15 with his first proper OT model.  An Eastern States Gas Champ.  6’-8” wing and a Super 
Cyclone running at full roar! 

 

So where do we go from here???  I suggest a contest at Harts Lake Prairie!! 

 

Were going to have our traditional Turkey Shoot Contest!  High Point guy will 
win his own Turkey to cook at their upcoming Thanksgiving dinner.   

(Editors note: See the flyer later in the newsletter) 

Steve Dona, The Prez 

 

**************************************************************************************** 

Special Notice Regarding Nick’s Field 
 

It is important to notify the manager of the Elma field of your intent before going. This is a very important 
thing to do as the manager may have a reason the field may not be available. Jose Torres phone # is: 360-
500-0823. 
 
**************************************************************************************** 
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Robert Einhaus Jr. 

October 12, 1938 - October 5, 2025 

AUBURN, Washington - Robert W. Einhaus Jr. passed away at the age of 86. Born in Tacoma, he 
graduated from Lincoln High School in 1957. He joined the Air Force and gained an electronics 
background which prepared him for a position at Boeing. He followed that with a career installing phone 
systems for Pacific NW Bell and AT&T. With wife Bonnie, he designed and built their Auburn home with a 
perfectionist eye for detail. A dedicated family man survived by 4 children, Alan, Mike, Teresa, Kerri; and 
5 grandchildren, Damian, Cassie, Alex, Chevelle, and Brandon. He took great joy in getting together for 
dinners and to celebrate milestones. He was generous, always willing to drop what he was doing to help 
with a ride or lend a hand with a project. Bob loved swap meets and garage sales. Bob was an avid model 
aviation enthusiast who built, flew, and collected model airplanes and engines. He was a member of the 
Academy of Model Aeronautics and Model Engine Collectors Assoc. He was preceded in death by his 
parents, foster parents, wife, and many beloved cats. In lieu of flowers donations are accepted at the 
Auburn Valley Humane Society. 

 

The family is hosting a 'Celebration of Life' on Sunday, November 9th 1-4 PM. SAM 8 members and friends 

are welcome. 

32515 - 111th Pl. SE, Auburn, WA  98092  

https://maps.app.goo.gl/Ci1ewyLw8b1hJUWr8
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  SAM 8 Minutes for October 9, 2025       (attendance =23)    

                             Mtg. start: 12:00pm 

                  Mtg. end: 1:20pm 

 

“The Really GReaT SaM 8, Up to date, Never late At the 
gate, Old TiMe FlyeRS Club nOw COMeS TO ORdeR.” 

 

After the usual opening… 

Steve noted that due to a mix-up in scorekeeping Gordon Dona was incorrectly awarded the club Old Timer 
Cup this year. In fact, Bill Vanderbeek is the actual O.T. Cup Winner for 2025. Bill has been awarded the 
winner’s prize money and has declined the new Forster 99 motor that goes along with the award. The 
Rubber Cup winner is still to be determined.  

The 2026 SAM Champs may be hosted by WMC at Tangent during the S.P.O.T. Contest next year. This hasn’t 
been finalized as yet but start building your O.T. models now folks.  

WMC will feature the Moffett event at Tangent next year. This is an AMA event that requires unassisted ROG 
take-off, and has no rubber weight limit. Check the rulebook for class details. Among many designs, the Wally 
Simmers ‘Dyna-Moe’ is eligible. Rich Wegener has plans for the ‘Lethal Miss Moffett’ and may be willing to 
laser cut ribs.    

Gordy Dona announced another contest at Hart’s Lake Prairie on November 22, 2025. This looks to be JBLM 
site 14B, closer to the airstrip from our last time there. Parking issues are still being negotiated at this time. 
Everyone must have a current ‘iSportsman’ account and a parking permit is required for each vehicle. Details 
are on the iSportsman website under ‘JBLM’. Chase bikes are only allowed on formal gravel roads within the 
area. The Misery Meet is also scheduled here for January 24, 2026.  

Bob Harper’s diesel engine collection will soon be offered for sale to an RC group website. A list was 
circulated for members interested in the engines at the meeting.  

The membership approved a $200.00 donation to the NFFS Symposium donation fund. The club will be listed 
within the publication as a Bronze Patron level contributor under the “Really Great SAM 8 Club”. 

Brooke Linford asked if the club had ever considered application to the AMA for field improvement grants 
that the AMA offers. We would need to work with the field owner Jose Torres for his approval first. The 
suggestion was made that a removable bridge over the creek at the south end of the field might be a good 
idea. Details on design, approval and process of re-imbursement from the AMA are still to be determined.  

The club would like to improve our internet presence, in general. We need to be on Instagram, Facebook, et 
al and update the club website. Will Tilse has offered his help here and any other tech savvy volunteers 
would be welcome. In the near future the monthly SAM 8 newsletter will be available online as a 
downloadable PDF.  

Nick Stratis is recovering from a recent health issue and everyone wishes him all the best. He threatens a 
return to Elma next year! 

It was announced that long time member and noted engine collector Bob Einhaus recently passed away. Best 
wishes to his family. Brooke Linford will arrange flowers for the family in the clubs name.  
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Show & Tell : 

Gordy Dona brought his large ‘Texan’ O.T. model. As the winner of last year’s O.T. Cup, this model was 
powered by a Johnson 35 which he won at that time. After a DT under power then a broken fuselage the 
model looks great in its third re-iteration.  

Brooke Linford designed his own Coupe model, the ‘Boy Blue’ based on his P-30 ‘Plaid Boy’.  

Paul Morris brought his original ‘Tacoma Aero Muddler’ club T-shirt from his teenage years, in sealed 
packaging. Many requests for reproductions if possible! 

Rich Wegener had his large electric ‘Fokker D-8’. Complete with a vintage Williams Brothers pilot & 3D 
printed guns and engine scanned, scaled and printed himself.  

Free Lunch Winner : Rich Wegener !!! The meeting adjourned after a brief auction.  

 Drew, Secretary-Treasurer  
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Rich with his Fokker D-8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gordon with his Texan 
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Brooke with his Boy Blue 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paul’s Tacoma Aeromudlers T-Shirt 
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Holiday Party 
 

Hold the Date! Saturday, December 6th, Noon—4 PM, SAM 8 will be holding their annual holiday 
gathering at Angelo’s Restaurant located at 601 Southwest 153rd Street, Burien, WA 98166! Call or 
text Will at 206-631-9130 by Monday, December 1st with how many in your party will be attending 
and the entrée (see below) they would like.  

Spaghetti—$16 

Pasta topped with our house meat sauce 

Add meatballs $4.50 

 

Shrimp Salad—$19 

Crisp greens topped with Chilean bay shrimp, tomatoes, and Asiago cheese with 

your choice of dressing 

 

Fettucine Alfredo—$19 

Pasta tossed in a garlic cream sauce with Parmesan cheese 

Add chicken $4 or bay shrimp and prawns $7 

 

Beef Cannelloni—$22 

Crepes stuffed with ground beef, sausage and spinach; covered with tomato sauce 

and baked with mozzarella cheese 

 

Chicken Parmigiana—$23 

Breaded chicken breast sautéed in olive oil; covered in meat sauce and baked with 

mozzarella cheese; served with a side of pasta 

 

Seafood Cannelloni—$24 

Crepes stuffed with crab, shrimp, spinach, and mushrooms; covered in a garlic 

cream sauce and baked with mozzarella cheese 

 

8 oz. Broiled Steak—$26 

Rib eye seared on a seasoned grill with garlic; served with a side of pasta 

 

8 oz. Roquefort Port Wine Steak—$30 

Rib eye garnished with melted Roquefort cheese and covered in a port wine sauce; 

served with a side of pasta  

All entrees are served with a side salad and bread 

https://angelosofburien.com/
https://maps.app.goo.gl/KAM4hHzJKJTfLq7eA
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Brooke with hisBoy Blue Coupe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paul’s “Tacoma Aeromudlers” T-Shirt 
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Note on the Harts Lake Prairie Contest 
Due to the importance of the prairie ecosystem to the streaked horned lark, the flight line will be different 

than in the past. Below is a map of the new location. Contest officials will be guiding fliers the morning of the 

contest where to park and set up. Also, chase vehicles will need to stay on established roads only. The prairie 

and unmaintained roads or trails are off limits to vehicles, such as bicycles, quads or motorcycles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The streaked horned lark 
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MEMBERSHIP FORM 

Use this form to subscribe or renew your membership.  Just fill in and mail to Drew Smith. 

 

Adult Membership ($15 per year)___  ($25) for two years____.     (Electronic copy only) 

Student/Junior (Under 21).  FREE…..just sign up! 

Name____________________________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________________________ 

              __________________________________________________________ 

City___________________________________State__________ZIP__________ 

AMA No.______________________        SAM No._________________________ 

Phone No.________________  E-Mail___________________________________ 

Date:________________Signature:_____________________________________ 

 

 

Return to: 

Drew Smith 
SAM 8 Club Secretary and Treasurer 
8373 NE 140th St. 
Kirkland, WA 98034  
Email: djsmithhand@gmail.com  

Cell: 425-208-2721  


